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A computer implemented method for payment 
remittance processing, comprising the steps of: 
establishing a database including payee 

records ; 

receiving a payor's payment information; 
processing the payment information other than 
a received zipVode, to identify an eleven digit zip 
code for a payeeXand 

accessing the database to locate a payee 
record corresponding \to the eleven digit zip code. 

2. The method of ci&im 1, wherein: 

the payment information processed by the 
processing step includes a portion of a payee's 
address . 



rein: 



3, The method of claim 1, 




the payment information processed by the 
processing step includes a portion of\ a payee's city 
and a portion of a payee's state. 
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The method of claim 1, wherein: 

data base is accessed using a portion of a 
payee name extrat^ted from the payment information and 
the eleven digit zi{\code to access the payee record; 
and 

the payee record farther corresponds to the 
portion of the payee name. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein: 

the accessing includes comparing the portion 
of the payee name with a name part in the payee record. 



n 
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6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the 
step of: 

making a payment to the payee after locating 
the payee record. 



7. The method of claim 6, wherein: 

the payment is an electronic payment. 



8. 



The method of claim 1, wherein: 
the~^>ayi^^ includes a payor 

\jf|j^y account number with the payee; —-^ 
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the database further includes alteration rules 
indicating a modified format for the account number and 
validation rules corresponding to payee values for 
fields of \the account number; and 

fustier comprising the steps of : 

verifying the account number conforms to 
the validation\rules; and 

transforming the verified account number 
into an altered account number according to the 
alteration rules. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein: 

the payee has a plurality of remittance 
centers, and further comprising: 

processing the account number to identify 
a single remittance center of the plurality of 
remittance centers to which payment should be remitted; 
and 

directing payment, including the altered 
account number, to the identified singly remittance 
center . 
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0. A computer implemented process for ensuring 



the integrity of data 



comprising: 

receiving namf , street address, city and state 
information associated/ with a merchant; 

processing the name, city, and state 
information to identify an eleven digit zip code; and 

accessing a database of merchant records to 
locate a merchant record for the merchant corresponding 
to the eleven digit z;.p code. 



\11. An automated remittance processing system, 
comprising : 

a storage device configured to store payee 

records ; 

a data input uni^t^conf igured to receive a 
payor's payment information; ahd 

a processor configured to process the payment 
information, excluding zip code inf ormatroji, to produce 
an eleven digit zip code for the payee. 




L2^ The automated remitt^rfifce processing system of 
claim 11, wherein^^Ehe-^i^oe^cnr is further configured 
to retrieve payee records cprrespondlng^o~~tfte-^ 
digit zip code from the storage device. 
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\l3. The automated remittance processor of 
claims, 12, wherein the processor is further configured 
to direct a payment to the payee in accordance with the 
payment information. 

14. The\ automated remittance processor of 
claim 11, wheVein: 

the payment information includes a payor 
account number with the payee; and 

the processor processes the payment 
information to verify that the payor account number 
conforms to validation rules conforming to expectations 
of the payee and to alter the payor account number 
according to alteration rules provided by the payee. 

15. The automated remittance processor of 
claim 14, wherein: \ 

the payee has a plurality of remittance 
centers ; \ 

the processor is further configured to process 
the payor account number to identify a single 
remittance center of the plurality of remittance 
centers to which payment should be directed and to 
direct payment to the single remittance center. 
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An article of manufacture for processing 
payment^ information, comprising: 

\computer readable storage medium; and 
a\;omputer program stored on the storage 

medium; 

wherein the stored computer program is 
configured to be readable from the computer readable 
storage medium by\a computer and thereby cause the 
computer to operates so as to: 

receive payment information from a payor; 

process the payment information to identify an 
eleven digit zip code for the payee; and 

access a databases of payee records to locate a 
payee record corresponding \o the eleven digit zip code 
within the database. 



17. The article of manufacture of claim 16 , 
wherein: 

the payment information processed by the 
process step includes a portion of a payee address, 
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iX- The article of manufacture of claim 17, 
where inK 

thexdata base is accessed using a portion of a 
payee name extracted from the payment information and 
the eleven digits, zip code to access the payee record; 
and \ 

the payee rfecord further corresponds to the 
portion of the payee name, 

19. The article of manufacture of claim 18, 
wherein: \ 

the access step includes comparing the portion 
of the payee name with a payee name in the payee record 
in the database. \ 

20. The article of manufacture of claim 16, 
wherein: \ 

the payment information includes a payor 
account number with a payee; and \ 

the database includes alteration rules 
indicating a modified format for the account number and 
validation rules corresponding to payee, values for 
fields of the account number, \ 
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further comprising the step of: 

verifying the account number 
jthe validation rules; and 

the verified account 
number into an altered account number accdi?ding to the 
alteration rules. 




21. The article of manufacture of claim 20, 
wherein the payee has a plurality of 
remittance centers, and the computer program is further 
configured to cause the computer to: 

process the verified account number to 
identify a single remittance center of the plurality of 
remittance centers; and 

direct payment to the single remittance 

center. 



^22. A system for processing payment information, 
comprising: 

a nefewqrk; 

first statibn^coupled to the network, 
configured to generate payitrejrt information, including a 
payee name, payee address data, and a payor account 
number with a payee database including pa^ee records; 
and ^ 
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a second station, coupled to the network, 
configui^ed to receive the payment information from the 
first station via the network, process the payment 
informationVto produce an eleven digit zip code for the 
payee, and access the database to locate a payee record 
corresponding \o the eleven digit zip code. 
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23. The system of claim 22, further comprising a 
database of alteration rules indicating a format for 
payee account numbers; 

wherein the second station transforms the 
payor account number into an altered payor account 
number according to the Nalteration rules. 



\3- 



24. The system of claim 23, wherein the payee has 
a plurality of remittance centers and the second 
station is further conf igured\ to process the account 
number to identify a 'single remittance center of the 
plurality of remittance centers\ and to direct a 
payment, including the altered payor account number, to 
the single remittance center. 
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2^. The system of claim 22, wherein: 

\ the payment information processed by the 

process istep includes a portion of a payee name and a 
portion ok payee address. 

26. The system of claim 22, wherein: 

the da N t^a base is accessed using a portion of a 
\) payee name and the eleven digit zip code to access the 
payee record; and 

the payee re<j:ord further corresponds to the 
portion of the payee name. 



27. The system of cla\m 26, wherein: 

the access step includes comparing the portion 
of the payee name with a payeet name in the payee record 
in the database. 
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